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"Trust (or, symmetrically, distrust) ts a particular level of the subjective

probability with which an agent assesses that another agent or group of

agents will perform a particular action, both before he can monitor such

action {or independently of his capacity ever to be able to monitor it) and

in a context in which it affects his own action... [W]hen we say we trust

someone or that someone is trustworthy, we implicitly mean that the

probability that he will perform an action that is beneficial or at least not

detrimental to us is high enough for us to consider engaging in some

form of cooperation with him.""’
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