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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya pays tribute to

ALAN M. DERSHOWITZ

Professor Alan M. Dershowitz has been called “America’s most public Jewish
defender” and “Israel’s single most visible defender — the Jewish state’s lead
attorney in the court of public opinion.” He is among the greatest criminal
lawyers in the world, known both as a passionate defender of individual rights
and a dedicated supporter of Israel.

Professor Dershowitz was born in Brooklyn, NY in 1938, studying at Yeshiva
University High School, Brooklyn College and Yale Law School. After clerking
for Judge David Bazelon and Justice Arthur Goldberg, Professor Dershowitz
joined the Harvard Law School faculty at age 25, the youngest full professor
in the history of the institution, where he continues to serve to this day. In
addition, he lectures in the Radzyner School of Law at IDC Herzliya. Professor
Dershowitz has been awarded the honorary doctor of laws degree by Yeshiva
University, the Hebrew Union College, Brooklyn College, Syracuse University,
Tel Aviv University and Haifa University.

Professor Dershowitz is the author of 27 books and has published more than
100 articles in magazines and journals such as The New York Times Magazine,
The Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, The New Republic, The Nation,
Commentary, Saturday Review, The Harvard Law Review and the Yale Law
Journal, and more than 300 of his articles have appeared in syndication in 50
national daily newspapers. In addition to his numerous law review articles and
books about criminal and constitutional law, he has written, taught and lectured
about history, philosophy, psychology, literature, mathematics, theology, music,
sports — and even delicatessens.

Known for his unbounded affinity for Israel, he responds in his book The
Case for Israel to the common criticism that is directed at the Jewish state. His
more recent book, The Case for Peace, proposes solutions to end the conflict in
the Middle East.

In 1983, the Anti-Defamation League of the B’nai Brith presented him
with the William O. Douglas First Amendment Award for his “compassionate
eloquent leadership and persistent advocacy in the struggle for civil and human
rights.” In presenting the award, Nobel Laureate Elie Wiesel said: “If there had
been a few people like Alan Dershowitz during the 1930s and 1940s, the history
of European Jewry might have been different.”

In recognition of his unique activities for the rights of Jews in the world,
his endeavors to strengthen the public image of Israel in the world, and his
passionate contributions to education in Israel and in Jewish communities
worldwide, Prof. Alan Dershowitz is hereby named an

Honorary Fellow
of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

Prof. Uriel Reichman
President
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