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The Interdisciplinary Center (IDC) Herzliya pays tribute to

PIERRE BESNAINOU

Businessman Pierre Besnainou, who is one of the heads of the Jewish community in France,
is a leader in the fight against the disconcerting phenomenon of growing Anti-Semitism
in Europe, and has contributed greatly to the efforts to bolster the State of Israel’s relations
with the Jewish Diaspora.

Born in Tunisia in 1955, Mr. Besnainou arrived in France when he was 17. He is
married to Jacqueline, and the couple has three children.

Mr. Besnainou began his business career in 1981, when he founded the Kaisui Group,
which soon became one of the largest electronics importers in France. He served as president
of the Kaisui Board of Directors until 1995.

In 1999, Mr. Besnainou founded Liberty Surf, an internet access provider that soon
became the second largest in its field in France, with over 2 million clients. He remained head
of Liberty Surf’s Board of Directors until the company was sold to Italian telecommunications
giant Tiscali, in February 2001.

Mr. Besnainou’s business ventures in France also include the successful Fauchon gourmet
food chain, and various real estate investments. He is also involved in the Israeli business
sector, including partnerships in the Shefa and Sibus retail food chains, Carmel Winery,
and Burger King Israel.

For the past 15 years, Mr. Besnainou has dedicated most of his time to the European
Jewish community, and particularly to the French Jewish community. Mr. Besnainou, who
is also an Israeli national, is the former president of the United Jewish Appeal in France,
and was a member of the Israel-France Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

In 2004, Mr. Besnainou founded AMI, a French Aliyah organization that has helped
thousands of French Jews immigrate to Israel. In 2005, he was named President of the
European Jewish Congress, a position he held for two years, during which he battled the
manifestation of Anti-Semitism and Anti-Israel sentiments in Europe, and promoted the
relationship between the State of Israel and Jewish communities across Europe.

Mr. Besnainou also served as the co-chairman of the Jewish Agency’s Anti-Semitism
Taskforce Committee, and as a member of the Jewish Agency’s Board of Governors.

His public work also includes serving on the Board of Trustees of the Peres Center
for Peace, and on the Weizmann-France-Europe Board of Governors, the French-based
committee of the Weizmann Institute of Science.

Mr. Besnainou is also the president of the European Friends of IDC Herzliya. In 2007,
he was inducted into the French Legion of Honor by then-French President Jacques Chirac.

In recognition of his contribution to European Jewry, to Zionism, and to social
entrepreneurship, Pierre Besnainou is hereby granted
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