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The Interdisciplinary Center (IDC) Herzliya pays tribute to

PROF. JURGEN RUTTGERS

Prof. Jiirgen Riittgers, a German statesman active in the promotion of education in Germany
and in Europe, former prime minister of North Rhine-Westphalia, and former minister
of education, science, research and technology, works actively to strengthen the relations
between Germany and Israel. He is a lawyer and obtained his PhD in law from the University
of Cologne in 1979; professor at the University of Bonn and a member of the Christian
Democratic Union (CDU), Germany's ruling party.

Between 1987-2000, Prof. Riittgers served as a member of the German parliament, the
Bundestag. In 1994, he became the minister of education, science, research and technology in
the government of Chancellor Helmut Kohl. In 1998, together with the education ministers
of Britain, France and Italy, he presented the "Sorbonne Declaration”, aimed to harmonize
higher education in Europe. The declaration formed the basis for the "Bologna Process",
which was designed to ground cooperation between all higher education institutions in Europe
through a framework that includes all students, with emphasis on disadvantaged students.
Among the declaration's recommendations was joint recognition of all higher education
degrees and of various institutions credits. These recommendations expanded opportunities
and abilities of students in Europe to obtain academic degrees. In the same year, he enforced
a major reform of the German higher education system in the Bundestag.

One of Prof. Riittgers' long-term goals was always to promote the international standing
of Germany and to emphasize its contribution to the global knowledge society. He encouraged
the establishment of numerous research institutes and educational initiatives, and enlarged
the country's investment in education. As a result, Germany became a leading nation in the
field of Biotechnology.

In the following years, Prof. Riittgers became involved in local politics, and in 2000 was
elected as the leader of the opposition in North Rhine-Westphalia. He then served as prime
minister between 2005-2010, and visited Israel annually. He is the first CDU member to serve
as prime minister since 1966. During his tenure as prime minister, he successfully grappled
with the effects of the 2008 global financial crisis by supporting the car manufacturing plants
—a move that prevented their closure and saved thousands of jobs.

Prof. Riittgers serves on the directorate of several foundations and institutions, including the
Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, which strives to strengthen civilian society. It sees the preservation
and development of relations between Germany and Israel as an eminent goal. He also serves
as president of the German branch of the Jerusalem Foundation, which assists in the growth
of Jerusalem as a modern, pluralistic and economically strong city. He is a member of the
Auschwitz-Birkenau Foundation Council and chairman of the German Friends of Yad Vashem.
In 1998 he was declared European Biotechnological Entrepreneur of the Year; received an
honorary doctorate from the University Pierre et Marie Curie (Paris VI), Paris Sorbonne;
the University of Rome in 2004; and in 2007 from the Waseda University Tokyo. He is an
honorary professor at the Ben-Gurion University and the Maastricht School of Management.

While prime minister of North Rhine-Westphalia, Prof. Riittgers' relations with IDC
Herzliya were established. He has since assisted in strengthening academic and research
ties between leading institutions in Germany and IDC Herzliya. He is an important and
persistent speaker at the Herzliya Conference and leads a policy of cooperation between the

Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung in Israel and IDC Herzliya.

In recognition of his activities as a statesman, his contribution to educational systems
and science in Germany and in Europe, his true friendship, his support for Israel and his
assistance in the development of IDC Herzliya, Prof. Jiirgen Riittgers is hereby named an

Honorary Fellow
of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

Prof. Uriel Reichman
President and Founder

June 2nd, 2016
Herzliya, Israel
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