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On Thursday, June 2nd 2022
Reichman University resolved to honor

DR. ALBERTO VITALE

Dr. Alberto Vitale has been one of the most prominent and influential figures in the world of publishing in the United States for many years. He and his wife, Gioietta, have been close
friends and true partners of Reichman University since its inception.

Alberto was born in Vercelli, Italy in December 1933, to Sergio and Elena Vitale. At the age of six, he and his family moved to Egypt because of the racial laws in Italy. In 1953, his father
received the “Order of the Nile” for his public service and contribution to tax law reform. While the family was living in Egypt, his mother was informed by the Vatican Embassy in Cairo
that her parents had been murdered in the Auschwitz extermination camp.

In 1952, Alberto returned to Italy and completed a doctorate in economics and business administration at the University of Turin. Five years later, he went to the United States after receiving
a Fulbright scholarship and studied at the Wharton Graduate School of the University of Pennsylvania.

From 1957-1971, he worked for the Italian electronics company Olivetti, in Italy and the United States, after which he returned to Italy and joined the Istituto Finanziario Industriale (IFI),
the Agnelli family’s holding company, which owned, among other things, the Fiat car manufacturer.

In 1974, IFI acquired the very successful American publishing house Bantam Books, with Alberto playing a key role in closing the deal. A year later, at the request of publishing legend
Oscar Dystel, then president and chairman of Bantam Books, he embarked on his impressive career in publishing with his appointment as vice president of administration.

In 1982, he became president and CEO of the publishing house. “Alberto looks at books from a financial point of view, but he has a good sense of how this whole business works,” said Dystel.

In 1986, Alberto was instrumental in acquiring Doubleday on behalf of Bertelsmann Publishing House. This wasan important strategic acquisition for both Berteslman and Bantam, making
the resulting Bantam Doubleday Dell very near in size to Random House.

In 1989, the late S.I Newhouse, then chairman of Advanced Publications and owner of Random House, the world’s largest English-language publishing house, appointed Alberto as its
chairman, president, and CEO. Under Alberto’s leadership, which continued until 1998, Random House entered the digital age with online book marketing and multimedia product
development, as well as pioneering e-books and audio books, a first in the global publishing business.

Alberto is married to Gioietta, his lifetime partner, and they have two sons, Raffacle and Alessandro.

In 2011, he founded the Wharton Innovation Fund, which aims to stimulate entrepreneurship among the students at the University of Pennsylvania with grants for the development of worthwhile
ideas and projects. Alberto has served on the Board of Directors of Mercy College and is a supporter of the Anti-Defamation League and the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum.

Alberto and Gioietta became acquainted with Reichman University more than 27 years ago, thanks to Prof. Yoram (Jerry) Wind, one of the university’s founders. Since then, the family’s close
relationship with the university has continued to flourish. As a member of the American Friends of Reichman University’s Board of Directors, Alberto was the driving force in establishing
the endowment fund for the university, and has been a key partner in helping to shape its future. As one of the pillars of the institution, Alberto annually supports activities on campus
including the Model UN, the Ambassadors Club, the Entrepreneurship Club, MICS, and provides scholarships to students studying diplomacy in the international school.

In recognition of his leadership, innovation, and accomplishments in the publishing world; and with deep gratitude for his warm friendship and support of Reichman University,
his contributions to its academic goals and development, and his lifelong commitment to providing students with opportunities for success,

Dr. Alberto Vitale is hereby conferred the degree of

DOCTOR PHILOSOPHIAE HONORIS CAUSA

Of Reichman University
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