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The Interdisciplinary Center (IDC) Herzliya pays tribute to

AARON KIRSCHENBAUM

Prof. Aaron Kirschenbaum is among the most outstanding of the legal scholars in the
world acting as university professors in the field of Jewish law. The various seminaries
that Prof. Kirschenbaum has had the privilege of studying at have made a mark on
his research. In addition to his studies at Yeshiva Torah Vada’at with rabbis Yaakov
Kamenetsky and Zelig Epstein, Prof. Kirschenbaum studied at the Jewish Theological
Seminary of America with Prof. Saul Lieberman. He also was a student of Rabbi J. B.
Solveitchik at Yeshiva University.

Along with all of the above, Prof. Kirschenbaum completed his education with a
doctorate from Columbia University. His doctoral dissertation dealt with Roman law.
In 1959, he already was serving as an associate professor of rabbinic literature at the
Jewish Theological Seminary of America. In 1970, he commenced his career at Tel Aviv
University, becoming a full professor and heading the university’s undergraduate and
master’s degree programs in Jewish law for many years.

Prof. Kirschenbaum has taught Jewish law at the Interdisciplinary Center (IDC)
Herzliya for 18 years. He was among the first professors to join IDC Herzliya, helping
establish its academic standing. Prof. Kirschenbaum has served as a visiting professor at
leading universities in the United States, including the law schools of the University of
Pennsylvania, New York University, Temple University, and Yeshiva University, where
he established and headed the Institute of Jewish Law.

In the public realm, Prof. Kirschenbaum established the Shilo nonprofit organization,
which organizes academic lectures on Judaism for the general public, serving as its director
for many years. He also founded Youth for Jewish Law more than 15 years ago and
continues to lead it to this day. The organization plays a role in the education of over
one thousand youths every year. In addition, he is a former president of the Jewish Law
Association and in addition, Prof. Kirschenbaum delivered lectures and taught classes to
diverse sectors of Israeli society, on Jewish law and the Halakhah as well as on religion
and state in Israel. These lectures were given in a variety of frameworks.

During his 50 years of academic activity, Prof. Kirschenbaum published a multitude
of books and articles in the discipline of Jewish law. His book, Jewish Penology: The
Theory and Development of Criminal Punishment among the Jews Throughout the
Ages, currently is being published. This monumental work is the result of 12 years of
research that is unique due to both its scope and the contribution that it will make.

In addition to his many publications, for 25 years, Prof. Kirschenbaum was the
editor-in-chief of Tel Aviv University’s annual journal of Jewish law, Dine Israel.

Prof. Kirschenbaum was honored for his many activities and accomplishments
when he was presented with the Justice Moshe Silberg Prize in Jewish Law and with
the Weiler Foundation Prize for Research in Jewish Law and in the Halakhah.

In recognition of his great contribution to advancing legal studies in Israel and
his activities to advance research of Jewish law and educate future generations
of jurists and in gratitude for his contribution to the academic development of
IDC Herzliya, Prof. Aaron Kirschenbaum is hereby named an

Honorary Fellow
of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

Prof. Uriel Reichman
President and Founder

May 29, 2013
Herzliya, Israel



