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Dr. Judith Richter was born in Carlsbad, Czechoslovakia, the eldest daughter of Holocaust 
survivors Anna and Zvi Spiegel. When she was two years old, her family immigrated to 
Israel, settling in Tel Aviv’s Bitzaron neighborhood. Dr. Richter served as a Women’s Corps 
officer in the Israeli Air Force. Later, as a civilian working for the IDF, with the rank of 
Major, she established the unit for the development of screening systems for flight academy 
trainees and developed management and command skills for air crews.

Dr. Richter earned Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Psychology at the Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem and completed her Ph.D. in Organizational Psychology at Boston University. Upon 
her return to Israel, she spent five years as a faculty member of Tel Aviv University’s School 
of Management, following which she took on an executive position at Teva Pharmaceuticals, 
where she worked closely with Eli Hurvitz, the company’s founder and CEO. 

In 1993, Dr. Richter founded Medinol, a leading medical device company that 
manufactures stents, tubular supports inserted into blocked blood vessels in a catheterization 
procedure to open the passageway to blood flow. Under Dr. Richter’s leadership, Medinol 
fundamentally transformed the interventional cardiology industry through innovation 
and revolutionary technologies. She also co-founded three other companies in the fields 
of medical devices and drug formulations, mainly in the area of cardiology - Biorset, Valve 
Medical, and Microtech. Together with Medinol, these companies form the Medinol Group. 

Prior to forming the Medinol Group, Dr. Richter co-founded Medcon, a medical 
information management software company that went public and was acquired by the 
American company McKassen in 2005. 

Dr. Richter has served on the boards of several leading Israeli companies, including Bezeq and 
Bezeq International, Emitel and Mobileye. She was a member of the Executive Committee of the 
Board of Directors of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem from 2009-2016, and today she serves 
as a member of the university’s Board of Trustees.

She also served as a member of the Boards of Directors of the Ruppin Academic Center 
and the Israel Democracy Institute, and on the Presidium of the Press Council. Recently, 
Dr. Richter was appointed as a member of the Advisory Board of the Center for Brains, 
Minds and Machines at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in Cambridge, MA. 

Alongside all this, Dr. Richter is engaged in various social, educational and cultural 
activities, including the establishment, along with her husband, of the Israeli Philharmonic 
Orchestra’s Richter Quartet. She sponsors the Israeli Women’s National Volleyball Team 
and the Israeli Scouts’ delegations to Auschwitz, and supports Holocaust survivors in 
Jerusalem (an initiative in which she also involved Medinol employees), as well as the 
activities of KKL-JNF and WIZO, including the establishment of a shelter for women 
in need of assistance. Dr. Richter founded the Nir School of the Heart, a comprehensive 
educational program for high school students focusing on cardiology that has been active 
for over 20 years.

In acknowledgement of her contribution to Israel’s economic, industrial and technological 
development, Dr. Richter was awarded the Ramniceanu Prize in Economics by Tel Aviv 
University in 2013. That year, she was also the recipient of an Honorary Fellowship from 
the Hebrew University in Jerusalem.

In recognition of the significant role she has played in Israel’s economy for the past 
25 years, her exceptional business enterprise and vision that have led to exceptional 
achievements, her volunteer activities and limitless generosity, her constant pursuit of 
excellence and her inspiring work, Dr. Judith Richter is hereby named an 
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