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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya pays tribute to

AMALIA KAHANA-CARMON

A world renowned author, critic and lecturer, Amalia Kahana-Carmon has
tirelessly served the State of Israel and its people since the days before Statehood.
A descendant of the “Baal Shem Tov” — the founder of the Hasidic movement -
she was born in Kibbutz Ein-Harod, where her father was one of the founders,
and grew up in Tel Aviv, where her activities in the Hashomer Hatzair youth
movement included joining the Haganah.

When the Israeli War of Independence broke out, Amalia Kahana-Carmon
enlisted first in the Army Signal Corps, later joining the Palmach’s Negev Brigade
as a wireless operator. She took an active part as a field signal operator in several
operations, and the famous telegram described in the Hebrew Encyclopedia
regarding the conquest of Eilat, known then as Umm Rashrash, is written in
her handwriting.

Following the war, Amalia Kahana-Carmon returned to her studies at
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, where she studied philology and library
science, earning a master’s degree with distinction. She then moved to London,
where she served as the Hebrew Secretary of the Zionist Federation, and later
on moved to work at the Israel Embassy in London. She also served as the
assistant editor of the BBC’s Hebrew Hour and worked for several Israeli
military attaches.

Meanwhile her gift for writing was becoming known, and she began to
develop a unique style that would influence the next generation of Israeli
writers. A prolific author, Amalia Kahana-Carmon has published novels,
novellas and several collections of short stories, in addition to essays, lectures
and critical reviews.

Her vast literary activities also include serving as writer-in-residence at Tel
Aviv University and at the Oxford Center for Hebrew Studies, and participating
in the celebrated University of Iowa international writers' seminar. She has
lectured at universities and colleges throughout Israel, the United Kingdom and
the United States, including at Yale, Berkeley and the University of Pennsylvania,
and in 2006 she received an honorary doctorate from Tel Aviv University.

A strongactivist in public life, Amalia Kahana-Carmon has been a member
of the Council for Public Libraries of the Ministry of Education and Culture,
the Central Committee of PEN Israel and the Literature Committee of the
Arts Council of Tel Aviv; and a member of the Board of Trustees for the Prime
Minister’s Prize for Composition.

A two-time recipient of the Prime Minister’s Prize for Composition,
Amalia Kahana-Carmon was also a recipient of the President’s Prize for
Literature and the Israel Prize for Literature. In 2007, her collection of stories,
Under One Roof, was named one of the ten most important books since the
creation of the State of Israel.

In recognition of her outstanding contribution to literature, education, the
future of the State of Israel and the Jewish People, Amalia Kahana-Carmon
is hereby named an

Honorary Fellow
of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

Prof. Uriel Reichman
President
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