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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

The Interdisciplinary Center (IDC) Herzliya pays tribute to

NAOMI STUCHINER

For over four decades, Naomi Stuchiner has devoted her life to societal and communal
activities. Beit Issie Shapiro, which she founded and directed, is an excellent example of the
integration of people with disabilities into Israeli society and around the world.

Ms. Stuchiner was born in Johannesburg, South Africa, in 1947. In 1970, after completing
her studies in communal social work at the University of Johannesburg, she immigrated to
Israel and immediately became involved in social initiatives. She established the Hatikva
neighborhood community unit for the Tel Aviv Municipality and was one of the founders
of the mental health unit of the Shalvata Mental Health Center in Raanana.

In 1980, after the unexpected passing of her father, she founded Beit Issie Shapiro in Raanana to
realize his vision that "every person has the right to live in dignity within the community, and society
has a responsibility to give equal opportunities to people with disabilities". Beit Issie Shapiro affects
the lives of approximately 30,000 Israelis each year, helping children and adults with developmental
and other disabilities to access their rights and opportunities for social integration. This is achieved
through the development and provision of innovative services in health and education, influencing
policy and by increasing community awareness to the needs of people with disabilities.

In 2013, Stuchiner and Beit Issie Shapiro received special recognition from the United
Nations when invited to its sixth meeting to present their unique perception on the rights
of people with disabilities, which sees importance not only in providing treatment and
services, but also in truly integrating people with disabilities into the community in all
aspects of life. Beit Issie Shapiro currently serves as a special advisor to the UN Economic
and Social Council, promoting the status of people with disabilities around the world.

Naomi Stuchiner, whose life work has been Beit Issie Shapiro, served as CEO of Beit Issie
Shapiro from its establishment until 2006. She then founded the international organization
of Friends of Beit Issie Shapiro, which she headed until 2010 and continues to serve as a
member of Beit Issie Shapiro’s Board of Directors. In 2011, Ms. Stuchiner, together with
Israel Sykes and Sharon Bacher, published the book "From Darkness the Dawn", which
sums up thirty years of Beit Issie Shapiro's social entrepreneurship.

Over the years, Naomi Stuchiner and Beit Issie Shapiro were awarded numerous awards
and recognitions, including the Henrietta Szold Social Work Award, Prime Minister's
"Magen HaYeled" Award, Shalem Foundation’s Volunteer Medal of Honor and the Minister
of Health’s Shield for Outstanding Volunteers. In 2012, when Ms. Stuchiner was asked if
she still had dreams after fulfilling so many of her goals, she replied, "As long as there are
weak people in society, people with disabilities who need help, I have plenty of work to do."

Since leaving her management activities at Beit Issie Shapiro, Naomi Stuchiner has
continued working towards social change. She established the Social Impact Unlimited
Organization for the development of corporate sustainability in civil society; advises
organizations from the social sector who aspire to wide social impact in Israel and abroad;
lectures on a variety of topics related to social entrepreneurship, strengthening the relationship
between the social, business and government sectors, and ethics in resource development.

Naomi Stuchiner is married to Tuvia, is the mother of four children and grandmother of
11 grandchildren. She lives in Raanana and received the city's Notable Citizen Award in 2012.
In addition to her membership on Beit Issie Shapiro's board of directors, Naomi Stuchiner
is also a member of the boards of directors of the Ahava Foundation, the Organization for

Civil Leadership and the Every Right and Liberty Organization.

In recognition of her activities for the advancement of disadvantaged populations, and
her contribution, together with Beit Issie Shapiro, to providing equal opportunities
to people with disabilities, Ms. Naomi Stuchiner is hereby awarded the

Wind Annual Social Entrepreneurship Award

and named an

Honorary Fellow
of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

Prof. Uriel Reichman

President and Founder

June 13th, 2017
Herzliya, Israel
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