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Dr Marian Tehawkho (right), dlrector of the Center for Economic Policy of Ihe Arab SOCIe'(y at Reichman
University, speaks at the annual conference of the Aaron Institute for Economic Policy, July 10, 2024. (Courtesy)
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Income from employment in
Arab Israeli society grows
faster than other sectors -
study

As the government cuts funding for the integration of Arab Israelis, a
study finds signs that the contribution of Arab society to economic
growth has grown over the past decade

By SHARON WROBEL v

11 July 2024, 7:16 pm o @ e @ |
Over the past decade, the increased, albeit slow, integration of the Arab
population into the Israeli work force has been one of the growth engines

of the local economy, according to a research study by the Aaron Institute
for Economic Policy at Reichman University.

The study led by Marian Tehawkho, director of the Center for Economic
Policy of the Arab Society shows that the average annual income from
labor among Israeli Arabs has grown at a faster pace than among Haredi
and non-religious populations in Israel, suggesting that socio-economic
income gaps are narrowing.


https://www.timesofisrael.com/income-from-labor-among-arab-israeli-society-grows-faster-than-other-sectors-study/
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US Ambassador Lew: American support for Israel could erode

* By TOVAH LAZAROFF

American support for Israel
could be at risk unless steps
are taken, including by Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu's government, to main-
tain bipartisan support for
the Jewish State, US Ambassa-
dor to Israel Jack Lew said on
Tuesday night.

“There are risks - in both
the Right and the left - of

erosion on the margins, that
only makes it more important
for there to be bipartisan sup-
port,”" Lew told an economic
conference at Reichman Uni-
versity.

To date, that erosion has
not impacted pragmatic sup-
port for Israel such as Con-
gressional approval of arms
sales, he said.

“The question is, when you
have generational change,

will that be true 10 years, 20
years, 30 years from now?”
Lew speculated.

I'he issue of how best to
shore up public support for
Israel takes place within the
growing political divisions in
the United States, Lew stated.

“In the context of an
America which is increas-
ingly polarized, it's harder
to have bipartisan support,”
Lew explained, adding that

“It's critical that [Israel] not
become a partisan issuein the
United States,

“For the entirety of Israel’s
history,” Lew said, “there’s
been bipartisan support” for
the Jewish state and it would
be important that this back-
ing continues for the next 76
years.

US-Israel ties should be
built from the Center of the
political scene because nei-
ther the Republican nor the
Democratic Party can be 100
9% behind Israel, Lew said.

“You don't need either
party to be 100% if you've
got most of both. And that’s
where the support for Israel
is. It’s probably still close to
70%," he said.

Israel, however, has “some
work to do” to maintain that
support, Lew said.

“I think it's important for
the Government of Israel to
promote bipartisan support
and not to allow it to become
a polarizing issue,” he said.

Among the steps it must
take, Lew stressed, is to
improve the way it tells its
story to the American pub-
lic, particularly in light of the
Gaza war.

The images that Americans
see out of Gaza are “brutal,”
Lew explained. Israel’s ene-
mies “are actively telling the
story in a very negative way,"”
he said.

The Biden administration
has emphasized that [srael has
a right and a responsibility to
defend itself and to ensure
that humanitarian assistance
is provided, he said.

Lew said he has pushed
back many times at charges
that Israel is responsible for
a Gaza famine, when in fact,
there is no famine in Gaza.

“1 get asked the question

[ S T |

an economic conference at Reichman University.

JACK LEW, US ambassador to Israel, speaks at the ‘International Rally - United We Bring Them
Home’ rally in Tel Aviv's Hostages Square in May. (alexi |. Rosenfeld/Getty Images)

ine?” Lew said. “It’s a really
hard situation [in Gaza), but
there is not a famine. There's
a lot of people who think
there is a famine, and [that]
doesn’t help to build, you
know, bipartisan support,”
Lew said.

He alluded to Netanya-
hu’s issues with his right-
wing coalition partners who
oppose the entry of aid into
Gaza.

“Now, it's not always popu-
lar in Israel to explain every-

hina thasic Anal and

of the situation outside Israel
is skewed, he said.

it's also important when it
comes to US-Israel relations
to “keep the daylight to a
minimum” and “not look for
things that exaggerate how
much space there is.”

The US and Israel have had
“very public conversations”
about “how the war should
be fought. It’s not a secret,”
Lew said.

Looking beyond Israel, Lew
said, he fears that the dan-

Aaee Brnen tha fae Dinhi af tha

“There are risks - in both the Right and the Left - of erosion on the margins,

being ignored.

“One of the fears I have
about the United States is
that the focus is all on the risk
from the Left when there’s
an isolationist wing on the
Right,” which has opposed
helping Ukraine, Lew said.

As someone who grew up
during the Cold War and
actively working during the
Reagan years, “the idea that
there would be an isolation-
ist Right that said the United
States shouldn't be defending
A . i s el

PETNE o

that only makes it more important for there to be bipartisan support,” Lew told


https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-809672
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US envoy Lew says public
daylight between Jerusalem
DC should be kept ‘to a
minimum’

Do 0000

US Ambassador to Israel Jack Lew hints strongly that Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu should change his approach to Jerusalem’s
disagreements with Washington over the ongoing war against Hamas in
Gaza.

Speaking at Reichman University’s Aaron Institute for Economic Policy’s
annual conference, the envoy adds that US-Israel ties are “not in a bad
place substantively, but the image that has been created is not a great

»

one.


https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/us-envoy-lew-says-public-daylight-between-jerusalem-dc-should-be-kept-to-a-minimum/
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“If we don't come to our
senses, there 1s a danger of a
lost decade, similar to the
aftermath of the Yom Kippur
War”

Viola Group founder Shlomo Dovrat also warned that "the
markets are showing us that we are not in the right direction
and that they don't believe us that much."

12:16, 10.07.24

"Israel is in a security crisis that started with the legal reform. It is an
unprecedented reality - a reality we have not known until today," said Shlomo
Dovrat, chairman of investment firm Viola Group and founder of the Aaron Institute,
at the institute's annual conference held at Reichman University on Tuesday.
"Israel's economy entered the crisis with extraordinary resilience, but the situation
right now is fraught with risks in such a way that if we don't come to our senses
and act decisively, there is a danger of a spiral and a lost decade, similar to the
aftermath of the Yom Kippur War, but much deeper and worse because society is
much more divided." He warned that "the markets are showing us that we are not
in the right direction and that they don't believe us that much.”
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Speaking at the Aaron Institute for Economic Policy
conference, Viola Group founder Dovrat said Israel
was not keeping pace on Al, and that critical
elements for economic growth were lacking.


https://en.globes.co.il/en/article-shlomo-dovrat-israels-technological-standing-is-at-risk-1001483971
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“Israel went into the judicial overhaul
crisis and the war in a good position, but
its economic standing and the standing
of the driver of the economy, the Israeli
technology sector, are at risk,” Shlomo
Dovrat, one of the founders of the Viola
Group investment firm and chairper-
son of the Aaron Institute for Economic
Policy at Reichman University, said.

“Israel’s standing in the global tech-
nology sector Is at risk. Already there
are more academic articles on artificial
intelligence from Cambridge Universi-
ty than have ever been published by all
of Israel's academic institutions.

unik::
lmage

: crisis management : digital

Israel’s technologzcal standmg is at risk, expert says

* By ASSAF GILEAD

“Israel went into the judicial overhaul
crisis and the war in a good position, but
its economic standing and the standing
of the driver of the economy, the Israeli
technology sector, are at risk,” Shlomo
Dovrat, one of the founders of the Viola
Group investment firm and chairper-
son of the Aaron Institute for Economic
Policy at Reichman University, said.

“Israel’s standing in the global tech-
nology sector is at risk. Already there
are more academic articles on artificial
intelligence from Cambridge Universi-
ty than have ever been published by all
of Israel's academic institutions.

“The global appetite for risk is declin-
ing, and in a period of rising interest
rates, investments are more selective,
[nvestment in high tech around the
world is recovering, but Israel is not
keeping pace. It suffers from over-con-
centration in fields such as cybersecuri-
ty, Internet, and fintech. Cybersecurity
is good, but part of economic resilience
is diversification, and at present it's in
danger.”

Dovrat was speaking at the annu-
al conference of the Aaron Institute
for Economic Policy, named after his
father, Aaron Dovrat.

“Israel is dependent on internation-
al markets, and that too is a danger,"
Dovrat continued, “If Israel becomes
a less good place to live in, people
will leave, because there are more alter-
natives, and an Israel who receives a
check from the Sequoia fund will have
good reason to move. There is competi-
tion over Israeli entrepreneurs, It’s not
indulgence - Israel has to be a place
where it is worthwhile founding start-
up companies,

~——

WORKERS PACK LINKS of 3D printed plant-based vegan sausages, produced by
Israeli start-up Redefine Meat, in Rehavot. (Nir Elias/feuters)

“But how can [srael stay competitive
in a world of advanced artificial intelli-
gence? This is the most disruptive, per-
haps the most significant technology
we have ever seen. It will have a huge
impact on industry - on the comput-
ing sector, on professions, but more
than that: it will transform industries
like transport, logistics, food, and even
drugs. In this respect, technological

capabilities in artificial intelligence are
not enough; expertise is also required
in medicine and biology.

"Do Israel’s strengths support devel-
opment of artificial intelligence? [ have
my doubts. There are human capital
problems, for example with the hared-
im and the Arabs. | served in the 8200
unit - that's not a world-leading place
in artificial intelligence. Most of the

information comes from academic
institutions, from computer science,
and Israel isn't strong enough in that
field,

“It doesn't have the infrastructure:
there’s no supercomputer, no devel-
oped artificial intelligence capabili-
ties, and we need the infrastructure.
It’s enough to look at what’s happen-
ing in the UAE to feel embarrassed.

“To succeed in artificial intelligence
we need scientific infrastructure, and
unfortunately we're spending very
little on scientific research. There is
no Israeli university in the top 100
universities in this area. [ have no
doubt that in the next technological
cycle the new Googles of the world
will arise. Israel could be there, but we
have to pull ourselves together.

“So what should we do? We need to
stabilize the security situation, hold
elections, choose a new government,
and restore the citizens' faith in the
country. After that, we need to build
a strategic plan for the economy and
for our society.

“The war has exposed deep weak-
ness in the institutions of the state: in
politics, in the public service, in the
army. We have seen an amazing civil
society rally round, but the institu-
tions failed to function. In a success-
ful economy, there are two critical
elements: faith in the country on
the part of its citizens, and a sense of
security.

“If the war ends and there's no
sense of security, and if there's no
political reform that will make peo-
ple believe in the institutions of the
state and in the public service, there
won't be a growing economy here.”

(Globes/TNS)



THE TIMES OF ISRAEL Top tech investor: ‘If Israel
becomes less good to live in,
people will leave’

Shlomo Dovrat warns weakness of state institutions and lack of sense of
security threaten Israel’s tech standing in the global arena and its
prospects for economic growth

By SHARON WROBEL ~ [FOLLOW o ® e @ o
10 July 2024, 7:37 pm

Speaking on Wednesday at a conference at the annual conference of the
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Aaron Institute for Economic Policy at Reichman University, Dovrat
cautioned that Israel is already facing a decline in global legitimacy at a
time when risk appetite in the world is falling.

“The markets are telling us that we are not going in the right direction and
don’t believe us that much, which has an impact on the appetite of
investment entities to invest in Israel,” Dovrat noted. “The reality is that
investors have become more selective and Israeli high-tech is completely
dependent on international markets, which poses a threat.”


https://www.timesofisrael.com/top-tech-investor-if-israel-becomes-less-good-to-live-in-people-will-leave/
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THEJERUSALEM POST 'Black kippah doesn’t exempt one from IDF
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service': says senior Shas haredi minister

Interior Minister Moshe Arbel advocates for equal IDF conscription, challenging the
Shas party's stance.

Interior Minister Moshe Arbel of the Shas party emphasized the importance of

equal conscription into the IDF, declaring that wearing a black kippah does not

exempt one from military service

Speaking at the Aaron Institute for Economic Policy annual conference at
Reichman University on Wednesday, Arbel underscored the need for every
eligible individual to be drafted, highlighting the necessity of upholding state

laws.
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Gantz: We demanded Israel
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shift focus of war to
Hezbollah in March

S OO0

National Unity chair Benny Gantz says he demanded Israel’s military focus
be shifted to Hezbollah on the northern border in March when he was still
a minister in the government’s war cabinet.

“Operational efforts should have been shifted to the north in March, as we
demanded,” he tells the Aaron Institute for Economic Policy’s annual
conference in Herzliya, adding that a costly deal to return the hostages
held in the Gaza Strip was necessary.


https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/gantz-we-demanded-israel-shift-focus-of-war-to-hezbollah-in-march/
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Minister Benny Gantz
said, “It is time to exact a
price from military targets
and infrastructure of the
state of Lebanon, of which
Hezbollah is a part.”

Speaking at a conference
at Reichman University,
Gantz, a former member of
the war cabinet, said, “The
operational effort should
have been shifted to the
north in March, as we de-
manded. Implement a plan

l'uesday’s rocket attack on (volan Heights

Iron Dome not launched because they were in an open area; military attacks Syrian
target that breached buffer zone; Gantz: Time to exact a price from enemies in Lebanon

Adi Hashmonai
and Ofer Aderet

The two Israelis killed in
the Golan Heights on Tues-
day when a rocket from
Lebanon hit their car have
been named as Noa and Nir
Baranes.

The couple, from Kibbutz
Ortal, were killed while driv-
ing their car near the Nefah
(Yitzhak) military base in
the Golan Heights, leaving
behind three children aged
18,15and 13.

The army said it identi-
fied about 40 rockets fired
at the area, and Hezbollah
has claimed responsibil-
ity for the barrage, saying
it was fired in response to
the alleged Israeli attack
that killed Yasser Nemr Qa-
rnabash, one of Hezbollah
Secretary-General Hassan
Nasrallah’s former body-
guards in Syria.

The Baranes family
moved to the Golan a de-
cade ago. Nir managed the
chicken farm in the kibbutz
and served as CEO of Ortal
Tourism, which operates
the local hotel. Noa was the
secretary of the kibbutz
orchards, and conducted
chocolate workshops.

“It has always been clear
to us that we were looking
for a home in a rural com-
munity, and you could say
we are true people of the
land,” Nir said in a 2015
interview with a lifestyle
website. “Despite the initial
hesitation, we traveled as
far as possible, all the way
to Kibbutz Ortal. Here, we
discovered much more than
a home. We discovered a

family, community life, a
cooperative kibbutz like in
the old days, and a great
deal of mutual support,” he
added.

Noa recounted, “During
our first weekend stay on
the kibbutz, I told myself I
would never live here. It was
freezing, with strong wind
and thick fog, and we didn't
know the northern Golan
Heights at all. I told my hus-
band that while we dreamed
of the north, there’s no need
to be extreme. Luckily, I
fell in love on our second
visit, and today we don't look
south. Ortal is in our hearts,
and it’s not a fling but true
love.”

Nir’s cousin, Avri Ba-
ranes, eulogized the couple
on Wednesday morning:
“My dear cousin Nir and
his wonderful wife Noa
were killed last night by a
direct hit. The heart cannot
believe it, only a few months
ago we were sitting shiva for
his dear father, my beloved
uncle Yehuda. People of the
beautiful Land of Israel,
kibbutz members by choice,
people of endless creativity
and action, parents with-
out limits. So many shared
childhood memories are
running through my head in
the past hours. ... My heart
goes out to the wonderful
children left without a fa-
ther and mother. It's simply
inconceivable.”

A preliminary investi-
gation conducted by the
military found that the Iron
Dome system did not launch
an interceptor at the rocket
that hit the Baranes’ vehicle
because the area is classi-

Nir and Noa Baranes

fied as an open area. The
IDF’s interception policy
during heavy barrages pri-
oritizes intercepting rockets
aimed at populated areas
over those directed at open
areas.

Earlier on Tuesday, He-
zbollah published what it
claimed to be photographs
taken by a drone that
crossed into Israel, showing
IDF bases and military in-
frastructure in northern Is-
rael. They include IDF posts
in the Mount Hermon area,
Iron Dome batteries, artil-

lery batteries and armored
brigade bases. Israel's se-
curity system believes the
images are authentic.

On Wednesday, the army
announced it attacked Syrian
army targets that breached
the buffer zone between the
countries’ borders. Tanks
and artillery carried out the
strikes near Quneitra, close
to the Israeli border, accord-
ing to the army.

The structures erected in
the Golan were a violation
of the Agreement on Dis-
engagement signed in 1974

between Israel and Syria,
which concluded the Yom
Kippur War.

Minister Benny Gantz
said, “It is time to exact a
price from military targets
and infrastructure of the
state of Lebanon, of which
Hezbollah is a part.”

Speaking at a conference
at Reichman University,
Gantz, a former member of
the war cabinet, said, “The
operational effort should
have been shifted to the
north in March, as we de-
manded. Implement a plan

Courtesy of the family

to return hostages even at
painful costs, and move the
IDF north for a possible of-
fensive.”

Gantz accused Netan-
yahu of refusing to add to
the war’s objectives the re-
turn of northern residents
to their homes by Septem-
ber 1. “Unfortunately, the
prime minister hesitated
and we are paying the
price. And the price is
heavy,” he said.

With reporting from Bar
Peleg,Yaniv Kubovich and
Noa Shpigel.
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