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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya pays tribute to

AHARON BARAK

A protector of democracy and champion for human rights, the Honorable
Aharon Barak is known as one of the world’s greatest living jurists.

Born in Lithuania, Aharon Barak was sent as a child to Ghetto Kovno. He
was miraculously saved there by two Lithuanian families and later immigrated
to Israel at the age of 11. He studied Law at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem
where, after completing his service in the Israeli Defense Forces, he received
his Doctorate in Law and went on to become a lecturer, professor and dean of
the university’s Law School.

From 1975 untl 1978, Aharon Barak served as the most powerful
Attorney General the State of Israel has ever known. He went on to become
a Justice of the Supreme Court of Israel, ultimately serving as Supreme Court
president from August 1995 until his retirement in September 2006. During
his 28 years in the Supreme Court, he expanded the powers of the court
and reshaped Israel as a constitutional democracy. Aharon Barak shaped basic
norms in civil law, determined decision making patterns in the public sector,
gave full meaning to the foundation laws, and as a result brought about a legal
revolution based on human rights. The Supreme Court of Israel under the
leadership of Aharon Barak became a shield for the citizen opposing the ruling
establishment and won unprecedented public acclaim.

Throughout these years he remained active in academia through his
ongoing teaching relationship with the Hebrew University, Yale University
in the United States. Most recently, upon his retirement from the Supreme
Court of Israel, Barak joined IDC Herzliya’s Radzyner School of Law.

Prof. Aharon Barak published legal volumes and many articles in the
fields of civil law, public law, constitutional law, judicial performance and legal
interpretation.

In 1975 Aharon Barak received the Israel Prize in legal sciences, and he
holds honorary degrees from numerous universities throughout the United
States and Europe, including Yale University and Oxford University. In 1999,
Aharon Barak was awarded the International Justice in the World prize,
presented by the International Association of Judges.

His success in revolutionizing Israeli law has made him one of the single
most influential people in Israeli public life.

In recognition of his outstanding contribution to justice and legal reform,
the future of the State of Israel and the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya,
Aharon Barak is hereby named an

Honorary Fellow
of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

Prof. Uriel Reichman
President

June 1, 2009
Herzliya, Israel



