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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya pays tribute to

SHLOMO AVINERI

Shlomo Avineri, Professor of Political Science at The Hebrew University in
Jerusalem and Israel Prize laureate, is one of Israel’s greatest scholars in his field.
His remarkable contributions to the political science discipline have earned him
worldwide respect and recognition.

Professor Avineri was born in 1933 in Poland and immigrated to Israel in
1939. After learning at the Chaim Weizmann School in Herzliya and the Shalva
Gymnasium in Tel Aviv, he went on to study history and political science at
Hebrew University and the London School of Economics. Over the years, he
served in a number of Hebrew University’s most respected positions, as Head of
the Department of Political Science, as Director of the Levi Eshkol Institute for
Social, Economic and Political Research, as Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences
and as Director of the Institute for European Studies. He also served as Director-
General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs under the first Rabin government
from 1975-1977.

Professor Avineri’s contributions have led to visiting first professor positions
at universities around the world, including Yale, Cornell, California, CUNY,
Cardozo Law School, Northwestern, Oxford, Canberra and Central European
University in Budapest. In addition, he served as research fellow at the Wilson
Center, the Carnegie Institution and the Brookings Institution in Washington,
the Institute of World Economy and International Relations in Moscow, the
Collegium Budapest and at the Lauder School of Government at IDC Herzliya.
He also played an important role in numerous international missions monitoring
democratic elections and promoting democratization in Eastern Europe.
Throughout the activities of Prof. Avineri as a researcher and educator, he
worked faithfully to promote democracy and human values, zionism and social
solidarity.

Professor Avineri is known for his expertise in the writings of Marx and
Hegel, Zionist history and the political theories of Herzl and Hess. His many
books include: The Social and Political Thought of Karl Marx, Karl Marx on
Colonialism and Modernization, Israel and the Palestinians, Hegel’s Theory of the
Modern State, Marx’s Socialism, Varieties of Marxism, Moses Hess: Prophet of
Communism and Zionism and Arlosoroff: A Political Biography. He also edited
and translated the English edition of Moses Hess: The Holy History of Mankind
& Other Writings. He recently published Herzl - An Intellectual Biography as
part of the Shazar Center series of great biographies. His many fascinating articles
are regularly carried in newspapers and magazines from around the world.

For his extensive research, Professor Avineri has been awarded the Israel Prize
for Political Science (1996), the Israel Political Science Association Award (2006),
the Bublik Award from Hebrew University (2009), the Italian Solidarity Order
of Merit, with the rank of “Commendatore”, from the President of Italy (2009)
and an honorary doctorate from the Weizmann Institute (2010).

In recognition of his unique contribution as a thought leader, for promoting
the study of political science and for raising Zionism’s banner on high,
Shlomo Avineri is hereby named an

Honorary Fellow
of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

Prof. Uriel Reichman
President

May 25, 2011
Herzliya, Israel



