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English Abstract

This paper identifies and reviews existing parliamentary oversight tools in democratic regimes.
Parliaments, or legislatures, employ various oversight tools to impose accountability,
responsiveness and effectiveness on the executive and the state bureaucracy. The literature
regarding parliaments tends to divide oversight tools into internal and external tools. Internal
oversight tools include parliamentary and special commissions of inquiry, approval of
appointments, no-confidence votes, condemnation, and dismissal of government politicians
and bureaucrats. They also include questions, queries, and debates taking place in the
parliament's plenum and committees. Parliamentary external oversight tools include state audit
institutions and anti-corruption agencies. While these depend less on intra-parliament political
balance of powers in comparison to the first type of tools, they do lean on parliament for
supporting their activities. From the various oversight tools parliaments have over
governments, written and oral questions and committee hearings are the most frequently used
oversight tools. Furthermore, countries' tendency to offer and use such tools coincide with their

regime type, political culture, and institutional path dependence.
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