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ENGLISH ABSTRACT

This review paper examines personal no-confidence vote procedures in parliamentary
regimes. Mainly, it focuses on the ability of parliaments to remove government ministers from
the ministries they lead. The difficulty this mechanism poses is that in parliamentary systems,
the executive branch dominates the parliament. Hence, it can block any no-confidence vote
stemming from the parliament while the coalition did not lose its dominance in parliament. If
the opposition is initiating a personal no-confidence vote and is not initiating a successful no-
confidence vote against the government, that implies that the coalition still dominates the
parliament and can therefore refute the opposition's no-confidence vote. However, while being
politically impractical, this tool could be formally a meaningful tool in facilitating the parliament's
ability to check on the executive's power. We seek to examine this tool in terms of its
mechanism and effects. For this purpose, we survey a variety of cases of European
parliamentary democracies. We show that while the tool for personal no-confidence vote exists
in various democracies, the government coalition usually refutes it. Normatively, this tool can
serve a declarative purpose of checking on a particular minister's functioning, as do

parliamentary questions and committee hearings.
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