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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya pays tribute to

IRWIN COTLER

The Honourable Irwin Cotler — Law Professor, activist and Canadian statesman — is
considered one of the greatest leaders in the struggle for justice, peace and human
rights, in Israel and abroad.

Mr. Cotler was born in 1940 in Montreal and studied at McGill University
and Yale Law School, later continuing on to become a lecturer. Mr. Cotler is
currently on leave as a Professor of Law at McGill University, where he was Director
of its Human Rights Programme, and Chair of InterAmicus, the McGill-based
International Human Rights Advocacy Centre. He has been a Visiting Professor
at Harvard Law School and a Woodrow Wilson Fellow at Yale Law School.

As a Constitutional and Comparative Law Scholar, International Human
Rights Lawyer, Counsel to prisoners of conscience, NGO Head, Public Intellectual,
Community Leader and Peace Activist, Member of the Canadian Parliament
since 1999 and former Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada —
Irwin Cotler has been variously described in these roles and responsibilities as
being “at the forefront of the struggle for justice, peace and human rights.”

Currently serving as Special Counsel for Human Rights and International
Justice in the Official Opposition in Canada, Professor Cotler is a distinguished
academic and a prominent human rights lawyer, whose dedication to
humanitarian causes has earned him the Order of Canada among many other
awards — including nine honorary doctorates. A leading public advocate for the
Human Rights Agenda, he is Chair of the Save Darfur Parliamentary Coalition,
headed the Canadian Delegation to the Stockholm International Forum on the
Prevention of Genocide. He is co-founder of the Inter-Parliamentary Coalition to
Combat Anti-Semitism, and launched an international petition seeking to hold
Ahmadinejad’s Iran accountable for state-sanctioned incitement to genocide.

As Minister of Justice of Canada, he transformed the face of the Canadian
judiciary through the appointment of two women to the Canadian Supreme
Court— making it the gender equity Supreme Court in the world — while enacting
the first ever legislation to criminalize human trafficking while enacting the first
National Justice Initiative to Combat Racism and Hate.

Professor Cotler served as Counsel to former prisoners of conscience in the
former Soviet Union Andrei Sakharov and Nathan Sharansky, as well as other
international figures including Nelson Mandela and Jacobo Timerman. He also
served as Counsel to Saad Edin Ibrahim, the leading democracy advocate in the
Arab world, and Shoaib Choudhury, a Muslim Bangladesh journalist charged
with sedition, treason, and blasphemy for advocating nothing other than inter-
faith dialogue and peace with Israel.

Inrecognition ofhis tireless struggle for human rights in Israel and throughout
the world, his battles to combat anti-Semitism, and his efforts on behalf of
Oppressed Jewry — including his leadership in the struggle for Soviet, Syrian
and Ethiopian Jewry — Irwin Cotler is hereby named an

Honorary Fellow
of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

Prof. Uriel Reichman

President
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