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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

The Interdisciplinary Center (IDC) Herzliya pays tribute to

DR. ORNA BERRY

Dr. Orna Berry is one of the leading women in the fields of science and technology in Israel
and abroad. In the past three decades she greatly contributed to the advancement of Israel's
high-tech industry, both in the public and private sectors.

Dr. Berry was born in Jerusalem in 1949 to Raisa, a nurse and Yoash Tsiddon, one of the
first pilots in the IAF and a member of the 12" Knesset. After completing her military service
at the IAF flight academy, she earned a BSc in mathematics and statistics at the University of
Haifa and an MSc in statistics and performance analysis at Tel Aviv University.

In the early 1980s Dr. Berry moved with her family to the United States, where she completed
another MSc and a PhD in computer science at the University of Southern California. After
completing her studies in 1986, she joined the scientific research field at SDC, one of the
first companies in the world to develop computer programs, and worked for the Burroughs
Corporation and the Unisys Information Technology Company.

Dr. Berry returned to Israel in 1987 and joined IBM Haifa Research Laboratory as senior
research engineer, working with hardware simulations on different Intel chip architectures. She
went from IBM to Fibronics where she served as program manager.

In 1993, Dr. Berry began her entrepreneurship career as a partner in the establishment of
Ornet Data Communications Technologies Ltd., which developed rapid switches for local area
networks. The company made an exit two years later, when it was acquired by Siemens. At the
same time, Dr. Berry served as the project's technology manager on behalf of Elbit Systems
and provided consultation to Intel.

In 1996, Dr. Berry moved to the public sector and set a historic precedent, becoming the
first woman appointed Chief Scientist in the Ministry of Industry, Trade and Labor. A year later,
she was appointed to head the ministry's Industrial Research and Development Department.
During her tenure, Dr. Berry led national research and development projects in Israel and in
cooperation with the US, the EU and other countries.

Dr. Berry returned to the private sector in 2000 and joined the Gemini Venture Capital
Fund as an independent partner and Chairperson of the Board of Directors of PrimeSense, a
startup that developed the Kinect sensor technology and the 3D components for the Microsoft
Xbox 360 video game consoles. Dr. Berry continued to serve on the company's board until it
was acquired by Apple in 2013.

Dr. Berry was appointed director of other companies including Lambda Crossing, Edmind
and Riverhead, and served as Chairperson of the Israel Association of Venture Capital Funds
between 2006 and 2009.

Atthe end 0f 2010, Dr. Berry joined DELL EMC (then EMC) and was appointed Vice President
of Innovation of the company's centers of excellence around the world and CEO of the company’s
center of excellence in Israel, which includes development centers in Herzliya, Beer Sheba and Haifa.

Among her many roles, Dr. Berry also served as Chairperson of the Israel-Australia Chamber of
Commerce, volunteered on the board of directors of the Kav Mashveh Association for the promotion
of Equality in Employment of Arab Academics, and until recently served as Chairperson of the
Executive Committee of the Academic College of Tel Aviv-Yaffo. Dr. Berry also participated in various
committees, including the Patents Committee and the Intellectual Property Policy Committee at
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, as well as the Brodet and Tishler Committees which examined
the Israeli defense budget. Dr. Berry participated in the research staff of the Association of Computing
Machinery, the largest educational organization in the world to promote computerization as a science
and profession, and has taken part in various EU activities.

Over the years, Dr. Berry has received recognition and appreciation for her extensive work,
including the Viterbi award in 2011 from the University of Southern California for her personal
ability to combine entrepreneurship and excellence, and the Honorary Negev Medal from Ben-
Gurion University of the Negev in 2012. In 2014 she was inducted into the "International Hall
of Fame for Women in Science and Technology", which recognizes women whose works have left
their mark on these fields. Both the local and international press have cited Dr. Berry several times
among the ranks of influential women in the high-tech and venture capital industries.

Dr. Berry is partnered with Eli Neumann, is the mother of three children - Amit, Yael
and Avital, and the grandmother of four - Hila, Michael, Neta and Yiftach and resides in the
Tzahala neighborhood of Tel Aviv.

In recognition of her long-standing involvement in the private and public sectors to promote
science and technology in Israel and abroad, her assistance in developing the Negev as a leading
area for the Israeli high-tech industry and her involvement in promoting women and minorities
in society and in the fields of science and technology, Dr. Orna Berry is hereby named an

Honorary Fellow
of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

Prof. Uriel Reichman
President and Founder

June 13th, 2017
Herzliya, Israel
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