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ABSTRACT

This paper presents the main results from a web-based survey experiment administered by

the Geokartography group within a pool of 2400 Israeli respondents. The survey sought to
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examine the potential effects of a change in Israel's Prime Minister's nomination method on
Israeli voters' behavior. This paper aims to describe and explain voters' willingness to support
the larger parties, given a change in rules that determines that the largest party's leader would
become Israel's Prime Minister without a need to receive lIsrael's parliament (Knesset)
confidence. Particularly, we examined how such a change would affect Israeli voters' tendency
to adhere to strategic voting, sincere voting, coalition-targeted voting and what we refer to as
a Gewald (help in Yiddish) voting: supporting a small party which is about to be left out of
Knesset. The overwhelming result in the different survey versions was that most Israelis would
opt for strategic voting given such a change. That is, they would support the largest party in
their political camp. | also show that the main difference between strategic and sincere voters
was two-fold: they mostly voted for a party due to its leader and wished their party was part of

the governing coalition.
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