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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya pays tribute to

HAIM GOURI

A poet, writer, journalist and creator of historical documentaries, Haim Gouri
is one of Israel’s most highly-esteemed, creative artists.

Born in Tel Aviv in 1923, Haim Gouri was educated in the Schoolhouse
for Workers’ Children in Kibbutz Bet-Alpha, and in the well-known ‘Kadori’
agricultural school near Mt. Tabor.

Upon finishing his studies in 1941, Haim Gouri volunteered for the
Palmach, where he served as a combat officer until the end of the War of
Independence in 1949. He later served as a platoon commander in the Six-
Day War and as an education officer in the Yom Kippur War.

In 1947, Haim Gouri was sent to Europe as a representative of the
Palmach. He worked in Hungary and Czechoslovakia with the young, Jewish
Holocaust survivors. This encounter, according to his testimony, changed his
life and has been present ever since in all of his creations.

Haim Gouri has won many awards for his movies, was nominated for
an Academy Award in Hollywood, and won the Silver Eagle for Historical
Documentaries in Paris. He is the author of many poems, and in 1948 he wrote
Shir Hareut, dedicated to the fallen soldiers of Israel's War of Independence,
and passed down from generation to generation until today.

He studied Hebrew literature, philosophy and French culture in the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and won a scholarship for advanced studies
in modern French literature, which he completed at the Sorbonne in Paris.
His first poem was published in 1945, and since then he has published 28
collections of poetry, prose and journalistic essays. He covered the Eichmann
trial in Jerusalem, and all of his writings about the event were collected in the
book, Facing the Glass Cage.

He has won many awards for his literary work, among them the Ussishkin
Prize, the Sokolov Prize, the Bialik Prize, the Uri Zvi Grinberg Prize and the
Israel Prize. He was also awarded honorary doctorates from the Ben Gurion
University in the Negev and from the Hebrew of University in Jerusalem, and
is a member of the Academy of the Hebrew Language.

In honor of his rich, multi-faceted contribution to Israeli culture and
society, Haim Gouri is hereby named an

Honorary Fellow
of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

Prof. Uriel Reichman

President
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Herzliya, Israel



