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9222 ,Shaw VYVN ,DLOYNDN HY

What is reasonable doubt? It is a term often used,
probably pretty well understood, but not -easily
defined.” [Commonwealth v Webster, 59 Mass. 295
(1850)]
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7if the problem is that we don’t know why cases are
dismissed and defendants are acquitted, the solution is
to ask .”
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“[...] when a reversal rests upon the ground that the
prosecution has failed to produce sufficient evidence to
prove its case, the Double Jeopardy Clause bars the
prosecutor from making a second attempt at

conviction.
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As we suggested just last Term, these policies do not

have the same force when a judge disagrees with a

jury's resolution of conflicting evidence [...] A reversal

on this ground, unlike a reversal based on insufficient
evidence, does not mean that acquittal was the only
proper verdict [...] A deadlocked jury, we consistently
have recognized, does not result in an acquittal barring
retrial under the Double Jeopardy Clause. Similarly,
an appellate court’s disagreement with the jurors'
weighing of the evidence does not require the special

deference accorded verdicts of acquittal.”
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