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ENGLISH ABSTRACT

The presidentialization of politics in parliamentary systems offers more powers to the
executive rather than the legislative. The sources for this development are external
threats to the nation-state alongside changes in contemporary political culture. These
trends raise concerns regarding executive heads in parliamentary systems that they
would abuse this increase in their power and erode democratic rights and values.
Another concern is that they would engage in corrupt activities using national resources
for their personal benefits. Thus, in parliamentary systems where the
presidentialization of politics becomes apparent, we should carefully address this issue
of prime-ministers' term limits. This paper shows that prime ministers in parliamentary
systems remain in office for a long time, usually without raising concerns regarding
abuse of power and corruption. A further difficulty with applying the idea of term limits
to parliamentary systems is the nature of the concept 'term' in such systems. In
presidential regimes, terms are fixed and hence term limits are easy to determine.
However, for the most part, parliamentary systems do not use fixed terms. Moreover,
the ability to initiate early elections facilitates the powers of both the coalition and the
opposition to affect the other side. Seeking to examine the effects of term limits, this
paper surveys models taken mostly from presidential systems at the federal level from
the US and Latin America, and governors' term limits at the state level focusing on the
US case. The paper also examines research dealing with two phenomena associated
with term limits: government corruption, and 'lame duck' executive heads. The paper
shows that the data relating to associating corruption with term limits have yet to show
such a connection. However, the association between lame-duck executive heads and

term limits is more evident empirically and analytically. Hence, it is not clear that
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leaders without term limits would be more corrupt. However, it is quite likely that once

they enter the final phases of their term, they would be 'lame ducks'.

Considering all these issues, this paper recommends that the limits on being in power
in a parliamentary system should happen in systems clearly ‘presidentialized’' and
should adapt to the flexible terms existing in such a regime. Hence, prime-ministers'
re-election restrictions should be based on years' limits rather than term limits.
Moreover, to avoid harsh restrictions associated with re-election restrictions,

parliamentary systems can use a specified period of years before allowing prime

ministers to get back to a role on the executive.
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