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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya pays tribute to

AMNON RUBINSTEIN

Prof. Rubinstein’s significant contribution to Israeli culture and public life is
varied and unique. He has contributed to the fields of law, and changed the
face of academia, legislation and ministerial roles.

Amnon Rubinstein, who was born in Tel Aviv, served as an officer in the
Israeli Defense Forces, studied economics, law and international relations at
the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, was called to the Bar in 1963. He was one
of the first Israelis who received a PhD from the London School of Economics.
Amnon Rubinstein began his academic career as a lecturer in the Faculty of
Law at Tel Aviv University, and was soon after nominated as its dean. As dean,
he laid the foundations of the faculty, fought for commitment to the academia
and involved the institution in society’s moral values. During the same period,
he influenced public opinion through his articles in the Haaretz newspaper,
and held debates on Israeli television during its first years.

The trauma of the Yom Kippur war changed the course of his life. He
founded the Shinui movement, and then served in the Knesset for 25 years
within the framework of various political parties - during which he foughtagainst
religious coercion, for free enterprise, electoral reform, a written constitution
and humane existence in the State of Israel.

Amnon Rubinstein served as Minister of Communication and Minister
of Education. During his role as Minister of Education, he opened the gates of
the academia to the public by instituting colleges and initiating many changes
in the Jewish and Arab educational systems. In the Knesset, he served in a
variety of roles, among them serving as Chairman of the Committees for
Electoral Reforms; Economics; Ethics and Comptroller committees. The peak
of his legislative achievements was to pass the two basic laws for: human rights
and liberty, and free enterprise.

Following his retirement from the Knesset, Amnon Rubinstein went on
to serve as Dean of IDC Herzliya’s Radzyner School of Law, as IDC Provost
and ultimately as President of IDC for a year. In 2006, Amnon Rubinstein
was awarded the Israel Prize and was described by the panel of judges as the
“father of constitutional law in Israel”.

No less renowned for his international activities, Amnon Rubinstein has
served as a board member and vice president of Liberal International and as
a member of the Israeli delegation to the Council of Europe and its Venice
Commission. He has received honorary degrees from a number of universities
and colleges in Israel and abroad.

In recognition of his outstanding contribution to Israeli law, education
and society, the future of the State of Israel and the Interdisciplinary
Center Herzliya, Amnon Rubinstein is hereby named an

Honorary Fellow
of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

Prof. Uriel Reichman
President
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