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On Monday, July 19th 2021
The Interdisciplinary Center (IDC) Herzliya resolved to honor

MS. YEHUDIT (DITA) BRONICKI

Ms. Yehudit (Dita) Bronicki is a pioneer in Israeli business and entrepreneurship. She and her partner, Yehuda, are behind the success story of the Ormat Group, a world leader in the field
of renewable energy.

Bronicki was born on December 29, 1941, in Givatayim’s Borochov neighborhood, to Polish immigrants Mordechai Vander and Miriam Sigman. She served as an administration officer
for the IDF’s Chief Education Officer and holds a bachelor’s degree in French culture and political science from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. During her military service, she met
Yehuda Bronicki, a Holocaust survivor who had immigrated to Israel from France in 1958 and studied mechanical engineering. The two married in 1961 and have three children, Michal,
Yoram and Yuval, and eight grandchildren.

Dita and Yehuda’s relationship also led to a business success story. From the time he immigrated to Israel, Yehuda worked at Israel’s National Physics Laboratory, until in 1964 the lab lost
its development budget. When no one agreed to fund the development of the model Yehuda had developed for a turbine that generated electricity from solar energy, the couple decided to
invest in the project themselves. They sold their apartment, and with the money that remained after they bought a new one — 40,000 liras — they bought a small metal workshop in Yavne.
This was the birth of Ormat.

Bronicki decided to abandon her goal of becoming a French teacher and instead took charge of Ormat’s administrative work. During the Yom Kippur War in 1973, when most men were
called up to the reserves, she also took on the management of the company’s logistics, production and procurement, and has since continued to serve in a management role — one of the
first women in her field to do so.

Under Dita and Yehuda Bronicki’s leadership, Ormat transformed from a small factory into a thriving international business with a turnover of hundreds of millions of dollars a year. In the
1980s, Ormat also began developing geothermal turbines, which generate electricity from hot water and steam found in the ground. The Bronickis gradually expanded Ormat to include
the operational management of power plants for the generation of electricity from geothermal energy. In the early 1990s, the company was listed on the Tel Aviv Stock Exchange in order to
finance its operations; today it owns power plants around the world. Dita Bronicki, who had been serving as the CEO of Ormat and its subsidiaries since 1991, led the IPO and recruited
lenders and investors for Ormat’s projects. In 2004, Ormat was listed on the New York Stock Exchange.

One of the Bronickis’ most important community initiatives was the 1970 establishment of the ORT Ormat vocational-industrial school, adjacent to the factory, in collaboration with
the Ministry of Labor. At first, the school took in students who had dropped out of the education system and provided them with professional training, and later it opened to all students.
Ormat also established technological incubators that assisted in the development of new companies, the most prominent of these being Orbotech, Organics and Orad.

In 2014, the Bronickis retired, and in 2017 they sold their shares in Ormat. Dita Bronicki continues to be active in the field of technological-vocational education, alongside initiatives
to advance Israeli industry and to bring together Jews and Arabs in Israel. She chaired the Technological Colleges’ Forum, is a member of the Board of Directors of the Aaron Institute for
Economic Policy at IDC Herzliya’s Tiomkin School of Economics, a board member of Insights for Education and a member of the Board of Trustees of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem
and the Academic College of Tel Aviv-Yafo.

Opver the course of her impressive career, Dita Bronicki has received a number of awards and honors together with her partner, including the 1978 Industry Award, the 1996 Geothermal
Pioneer Award from the Geothermal Resources Council, and the 2018 Israel Prize for Industry.

For being a pioneer and a role model for women executives in Israeli industry; for her leadership, together with her partner Yehuda, in making Ormat an international success

story; for her contribution to the advancement of Israeli industry and technological-vocational education; and for her support of IDC Herzliya,

Ms. Dita Bronicki is hereby conferred the degree of

DOCTOR PHILOSOPHIAE HONORIS CAUSA

of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

SONIPT ITIN M 7991017239299 112N ‘219D P’:'??J %59 8D 7299 5NN D198
721 1770PT7 P DnNTPR D’J”JV’? Xowio mawn 70711 X°W1
Mr. Oudi Recanati Prof. Amnon Rubinstein Prof. Rafi Melnick Prof. Uriel Reichman

Chancellor Chairman, Board of Directors Provost President and Founder



