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On Monday, July 19, 2021
The Interdisciplinary Center (IDC) Herzliya resolved to honor

BRIGADIER GENERAL (RES.) HASSON HASSON

Brig. Gen. (Res.) Hasson Hasson embodies the strong alliance between the Druze community and the State of Israel. As someone who served in the IDF for more than three decades, with
the majority of his service spent engaged in classified activity, Hasson’s contribution to Israel’s security is invaluable, though its extent may never be fully disclosed.

Hasson was born in 1963 in Daliyat al-Carmel. His father, Fachri Hasson, was the first member of the Druze community to become an IDF officer, taking part in four Israeli wars as a
combat officer. When Hasson enlisted in the IDF in November 1981, he knew he would follow in his father’s footsteps and serve in a combat role. Hasson began his military career in the
Golani Brigade and in his basic training was already selected as the company’s outstanding soldier. Shortly after he completed his training, the First Lebanon War broke out and Hasson
took part in the battles of Beaufort, Bhamdoun and Beirut.

Hasson completed the squad commanders’ course with honors before continuing to the officers” course, after which he served as a platoon and company commander in the 17th Battalion
and an instructor in the Bahad 1 training base. Hasson later completed the brigadier generals' course, the most senior course of the Israeli security forces. In 1987 his military career took
a turn when he was drafted into military intelligence and began leading secret missions. Former Israeli President Shimon Peres used to refer to him as “James Bond,” and President Reuven
(Ruvi) Rivlin once said, “My military secretary can do anything; he is not only an intelligence man and a fighter on the battlefield, but also a champion in the political and strategic arena.”
Hasson succeeded in building an extraordinary system of ties and cooperation between the two presidents and leaders of Arab countries.

Hasson’s service in the Intelligence Corps continued for 15 years, with the exception of a few short breaks. He served as a special operations officer in the Judea and Samaria Division and
was later assigned to the Counter-Terrorism Bureau in the Prime Minister’s Office.

After emerging from the shadows of the intelligence world in 2008, Hasson served as Military Secretary to President Shimon Peres, and later to President Rivlin. During his tenure, Hasson
worked to strengthen ties with the prime minister and with IDF units, and was involved in covert missions around the world. “Your deep commitment to the State of Israel and its security
has known no limits, and deserves the recognition and appreciation of the entire nation,” the late Shimon Peres wrote to him at the end of his term as president in the summer of 2014.
Hasson retired from the military in June 2017, following 36 years of service during which he received several decorations and medals for his actions. He then entered the business world,
and is the founder and CEO of "Zim Global", a company that promotes entrepreneurship in the Middle East, and a partner in a venture capital fund "Takwin" that invests in Jewish and
Arab Israeli high-tech companies. Hasson is a graduate of the National Defense College, and holds a bachelor’s degree in law from IDC Herzliya and a master’s degree in political science
from the University of Haifa.

Hasson works diligently for the future of the Druze community. He founded the Technion Sparks (Nitzanei HaTechnion) project to increase the number of members of the Druze community
pursuing careers in science and engineering, as well as the Druze Young Ambassadors Project. Hasson works to promote the employment of young people in a variety of fields, with an
emphasis on cyber and artificial intelligence.

Hasson is married to Anam, who holds a bachelor’s degree in philosophy and French literature from the University of Haifa and is responsible for government relations and public relations
with the periphery at the Israel Electric Corporation. Anam is the daughter of Kamal Mansour, who served as an adviser on minority affairs to seven Israeli presidents, and is an Israel Prize
laureate for Lifetime Achievement and holder of the Presidential Medal.

The couple has four children — Daniel, a businessman; Eyal, an officer in an elite unit; Dana, a student in the accelerated track for a master’s degree in law and government at IDC Herzliya
who will soon be interning at the State Attorney’s Office, and Raz, a soldier in an elite unit. Speaking about his wife Anam, Hasson said, “She supported me through very difficult days and
raised the children practically on her own, out of a sense of duty to the country. The two epaulettes on my shoulders are both of ours — one for me and one for her.”

In recognition of his immeasurable contribution to Israel’s security and for being a role model and example of the deep historical relationship between members of the Druze
community and Israeli society; for his dedication and sacrifice for the State of Israel; and with pride in his being a graduate of IDC Herzliya,

Brigadier General (Res.) Hasson Hasson is hereby conferred the degree of

DOCTOR PHILOSOPHIAE HONORIS CAUSA

of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya
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