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The Interdisciplinary Center (IDC) Herzliya pays tribute to

BRACHA ZISSER

Dr. Bracha Zisser has dedicated herself to helping the other and saving lives. After
two decades of working as a nurse in Israeli hospitals, she established two remarkable
initiatives in response to lacunae she had encountered in the Israeli healthcare system:
the Ezer Mizion Oranit Pediatric Oncology Convalescent Home and the Ezer Mizion
Bone Marrow Donor Registry.

After her husband Motti recovered from cancer in the 1990s, Dr. Bracha Zisser
decided to devote her time to volunteering. The mother of five children added a Ph.D.
in pediatric oncology to the degrees she already had earned in nursing and biology while
she and her husband established the convalescent home in partnership with the Ezer
Mizion nonprofit organization. Located in the center of Israel, near its major hospitals,
the convalescent home provides children fighting cancer who are from peripheral areas
and their families with a comfortable, supportive home while undergoing difficult
medical treatments. Over the years, this pioneering healthcare center also has launched
a wide variety of life-changing workshops, activities, and therapies to assist children
with cancer and their parents.

In 1998, Dr. Bracha Zisser met Moshe Schayek, a youth who needed a bone marrow
transplant. Moved by his plight, she set out to find a donor for him, collecting 5,000
blood samples from potential donors since Israel did not have a database of potential
donors. A match, however, was not found in time to save his life. This tragedy inspired
Dr. Bracha Zisser to establish an Israeli registry for bone marrow donors, again in
partnership with Ezer Mizion.

In only a few years, she completely changed the situation in Israel and brought it to
the forefront of bone marrow donations. The registry has saved over one thousand lives
and today is the world’s largest registry of Jewish bone marrow donors and the fourth
largest registry of bone marrow donors in the world. In 2011, the Knesset passed a law
recognizing it as the nation’s bone marrow registry.

In addition, Dr. Bracha Zisser also has served on the Israeli Ministry of Health’s
National Health Services Committee, the highest-ranking executive committee in the
nation in this field. She has been a member of the board of directors of the Shaarei Zedek
Medical Center in Jerusalem and the Elsinct Medical Imaging Corporation in Tel Aviv.

The State of Israel recognized Dr. Bracha Zisser’s monumental contribution in
2001, when she was asked to light one of the torches in the official ceremony at Mount
Herzl celebrating Independence Day. In 2008, she received the presidential award for
excellence in volunteering from the president of Israel. She also was cited when Ezer
Mizion was awarded the Israel Prize, the State of Israel’s highest honor. Along with all

of the above, the Zisser family was among the first supporters to assist and contribute
to IDC Herzliya.

In recognition of her tremendous contribution to healthcare in Israel and in
appreciation of her revolutionary activities to save lives, Dr. Bracha Zisser is
hereby named an

Honorary Fellow
of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

Prof. Uriel Reichman
President and Founder
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