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On Monday, July 19th 2021
The Interdisciplinary Center (IDC) Herzliya resolved to honor

REUVEN (RUVI) RIVLIN

A statesman, a Zionist, a Jerusalemite. Empathetic, full of warmth and humor, a sane and moral voice during one of the State of Isracl’s most challenging periods. These all describe Reuven
(Ruvi) Rivlin, the tenth President of the State of Israel.

Rivlin was born on September 9, 1939 in Jerusalem’s Rechavia neighborhood, a descendant of the Rivlin family who have been living in the Land of Israel for eight generations and who
were among the first to build outside of the walls of Jerusalem’s Old City. His father, Prof. Yosef Yoel Rivlin, translated the Koran from Arabic to Hebrew and instilled in his son a love of
the Arabic language. His mother, Rachel Rivlin, who was a nurse by profession and active in various volunteer organizations, used to call her son “Ruvileh” — a nickname that gradually
became “Ruvi” and which accompanies him to this day.

Rivlin studied at the Hebrew Gymnasium in Jerusalem and was a member of the Scouts Movement. In 1957, he enlisted in the IDF as a combat intelligence soldier and completed the
officers’ course. During the Six Day War he accompanied the Paratroopers Brigade that liberated the Old City. Upon completing his military service, he studied law at the Hebrew University
of Jerusalem and became a lawyer. A fan of the Beitar Jerusalem Football Club from childhood, he served as a legal advisor to the Beitar Jerusalem Sports Association and later also held the
positions of team manager and chairman of the association.

As a child, Rivlin grew up in a home espousing the values of Revisionist Zionism in the spirit of Ze’ev Jabotinsky. When he began his career in public service, he joined the Herut Movement,
of which his father was one of the first members. In 1978, he was elected to the Jerusalem City Council, where he served for a decade, including as deputy mayor. He served as chairman of
the Jerusalem branch of the Herut Movement and as chairman of the Likud organization, alongside positions including chairman of the Israel Institute for Occupational Safety and Hygiene
and board member of El Al, the Khan Theater and the Israel Museum.

Rivlin was first elected to the 12* Knesset in 1988. He returned to serve in the 14th Knesset and in 2001, after Ariel Sharon was elected prime minister, was appointed minister of
communications.

In the 2003 elections, Rivlin was elected speaker of the 16th Knesset. He dealt extensively with the issue of the Knesset’s independence from the Supreme Court, as well as the Disengagement
Plan to evacuate settlements from the Gaza Strip and northern Samaria. Rivlin made no secret of his personal opposition to the plan, but he ensured that debates over these matters were
conducted in a respectful and democratic manner. Rivlin resumed his role as speaker after the 2009 elections to the 18th Knesset and received much praise for his efforts to protect the
democratic process and the rights of minorities in Israel.

Rivlin first ran for president in June 2007. After losing in the first round, he publicly endorsed his opponent, Shimon Peres, who was elected the ninth president of Israel. On June 10, 2014,
Rivlin ran again and was elected the tenth president of the State of Isracl. He was sworn in on July 24, 2014.

Rivlin’s seven years as president have been marked by significant political and security challenges, along with deep societal divisions and extremist discourse. As the “first citizen” of the State
of Israel, he has demonstrated statesmanship and worked to preserve democracy, and served as “Israel’s conscience,” as the British newspaper 7he Guardian put it. He represented Israel
abroad and has been honored by Jewish leaders and communities around the world.

In June 2015, President Rivlin delivered the “Four Tribes Speech” at IDC’s Herzliya Conference, in which he described Israeli society as being composed of four tribes — secular, religious,
ultra-Orthodox and Arab — among whom there is growing hostility. In the wake of this speech, the “Isracli Hope” program was established to strengthen respectful dialogue and better
connect the various sectors of Israel’s society and economy.

In June 2019, President Rivlin’s wife, Ms. Nechama Rivlin, sadly passed away. Reuven (Ruvi) Rivlin and Nechama Shulman married in 1971 and together they raised three children — Ran,
Anat and Rivka — siblings to his eldest son from his first marriage, Yosef Yoel. Nechama was by his side throughout his career, and after his election to the presidency she participated in
public activities and events alongside him.

In recognition of his public service and tireless devotion to the state of the Jewish people; with profound appreciation for his inspiring tenure as president of the State of Israel, and
for his efforts to uphold Israeli democracy and to bring all citizens of Israel together regardless of religion, race or gender, in the spirit of the Declaration of Independence; and for
his friendship with IDC Herzliya,

Reuven (Ruvi) Rivlin is hereby conferred the degree of

DOCTOR PHILOSOPHIAE HONORIS CAUSA

of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya
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