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In this doctoral-level course we will overview the major challenges of the 21st century and
discuss whether and how psychology may contribute to understanding and confronting
the problems facing us. Students are expected to read articles in advance of each class

.and come prepared with discussion points
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To understand the main threats and challenges facing humanity in the 21st century

To apply psychological theory and research to dealing with the problems of the 21st
century
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short paper that offers a psychological perspective on a 21st century problem -- more
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.details in class
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‘Week 1

Goldberg, J. (2018). Suicide of the West. National Review
‘Week 2

Pinker, S. (2017). Has the decline of violence reversed since the Better Angels of our
Nature? www.stevenpinker.com

Week 3

lkenberry, J. G. (2022). A rival of America's making? The debate over Washington's China
Strategy. Foreign Affairs

Week 4

Kahn, D. T, Bjorklund, F., & Hirschberger, G. (2021). The intent and extent of collective
threats: A data-driven conceptualization of collective threats and their relation to political
preferences. Journal of Experimental Psychology: General. Advance online

publication. https:/doi.org/10.1037/xge0000868

Kazak, A. E. (2020). Psychology is an essential science: American Psychologist highlights
the role of psychology in understanding and addressing COVID-19. American Psychologist,
75(5), 605-606. http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/amp0000682

Week 5

Douglas, K. M., & Sutton, R. M. (2018). Why conspiracy theories matter: A social
.psychological analysis. European Review of Social Psychology, 29(1), 256-298

Pennycook, G., & Rand, D. G. (2021). The psychology of fake news. Trends in Cognitive
Sciences, 25(5), 388-402

Week 6

Fast, N. J., & Jago, A. S. (2020). Privacy matters... Or does it? Algorithms, rationalization, and
.the erosion of concern for privacy. Current opinion in psychology, 31, 44-48

Cosgrove, L., Karter, J. M., Morrill, Z,, & McGinley, M. (2020). Psychology and surveillance
capitalism: The risk of pushing mental health apps during the COVID-19 pandemic. Journal
.of Humanistic Psychology, 60(5), 611-625

Week 7

Future technology: 22 ideas about to change our world. https:/www.sciencefocus.com/
/future-technology/future-technology-22-ideas-about-to-change-our-world

Schwarting, W.,, Pierson, A., Alonso-Morga, J,, Karaman, S., & Rus, D. (2019). Social behavior


https://psycnet.apa.org/doi/10.1037/xge0000868

for autonomous vehicles. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 116(50),
24972-24978

Week 8

Regev, A. (2019). Looking forward 25 years: the future of medicine. Nat Med 25, 1804-1807
(2019). https://doi.org/10.1038/541591-019-0693-y

Johnson, K. B.,, Wei, W. Q,, Weeraratne, D., Frisse, M. E., Misulis, K., Rhee, K., ... & Snowdon, J.
L. (2021). Precision medicine, Al, and the future of personalized health care. Clinical and
.Translational Science, 14(1), 86-93

Week 9

Tosun, J., & Peters, B. G. (2021). The politics of climate change: Domestic and international
responses to a global challenge. International Political Science Review, 42(1), 3-15

Week 10

Nielsen, K. S, Clayton, S, Stern, P. C,, Dietz, T., Capstick, S., & Whitmarsh, L. (2021). How
psychology can help limit climate change. American Psychologist, 76(1), 130

Week 11

Avnir, D. (2021). Critical review of chirality indicators of extraterrestrial life. New Astronomy
.Reviews, 92, 101596

Mortensen, D. (2021). Knocking on the Stars: The Philosophical Implications of the Search
for Extraterrestrial Life

Week 12

Heistein, A et al. (2021). What will the Middle East look like in the
future? https:/www.mei.edu/publications/what-will-middle-east-look-2030-israeli-
perspective
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content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F2%2F2018%2F09%2FMitve_20.pdf&chunk=true
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