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Course Description

This course offers students a general understanding of Shi‘a terrorism by particularly
focusing on Hezbollah as a hybrid terrorist organization. Additionally, it provides students
with thinking tools and models to identify, analyze and understand the patterns of action
and trends of hybrid terrorist organizations to help them understand ways to deal with

such organizations.

Topics we will discuss during the course

Iran and Shi'a terrorism: the ideological axis
The Islamic Revolution: the Iranian policy and its implementation

The development of a support system for Shi‘a terrorism: state level, regional level

and


mailto:eazani@runi.ac.il
mailto:barakm@runi.ac.il

international level.

4. The Revolutionary Guards, Quds Force and Hezbollah: the transition from
assistance and mentorship to management and control. The expansion of Iranian
control over proxy organizations.

5. Hezbollah, the development of the terrorist wing up to the Arab Spring: from a
revolutionary terrorist organization to a hybrid terrorist organization (Lebanon'’s time
line). Processes and development trends, strategies of action (terrorism and
guerilla), mutual influences, and interaction with its immediate environment as well
as regional and international systems.

6. Hezbollah from the Arab Spring to 2023. The entrance to the Syrian arena: the
transition from a Lebanese player to a regional player, and from the concept of
resistance to an offensive concept.

Hezbollah: the axis of organizational development - a general map
Hezbollah: a trend analysis as reflected in the organization’s leadership speeches
Hezbollah: the axis of political development — risks and opportunities

10. Hezbollah and Israel: between deterrence and battlefield decision
1. Hezbollah and Shi'a terrorism in the international arena
12. Hezbollah: the link between terrorism and crime

:=| Course Goals
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The course will deal with Hezbollah's social and ideological sources in its organizational
development processes and the factors influencing these processes in recent decades.
In this context, we will analyze the organization’s policy in the political, social and terrorist
spheres, while examining the strategies of action taken to implement its policy. We will
also discuss the relations between Hezbollah, Iran and Syria to understand how they
evolve over time.

a Grading

A final home exam (80%) and core assignment (209%).

Core Assignment (209%):

The students will be required to write a core assignment in which they will analyze four
speeches of Sheikh Nasrallah, Hezbollah's general secretary. Four-Five Students will work
on a topic. They will choose four speeches of Nasrallah from different years (at least one
year between every speech) based on the book "Voice of Hezbollah” and based on

Hezbollah site: https:/www.english.alahednews.com.lb/
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The analysis will be around 5 pages that include the following parameters:

A W N

The speeches' titles.

The speeches’ dates.

The socio-political context of the speeches.

Main themes mentioned in the speeches.

Do you identify any change in the messages delivered in the four speeches?

The assignment includes also: 5-10 slides summarize the speeches and the insights of

the writers.

The team will present it in class (4-5 teammates)

Timing: The students will present their findings in class in the last four lessons based on

Dr.Azani's decision.

Lecturer Office Hours

In Advanced

iElTutor Office Hours
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