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Course Description

Since the March 1995 sarin attack in the Tokyo underground, chemical, biological,
radiological and nuclear (CBRN) terrorism has been considered a major security threat to
the international community and modern society.

The course will examine the history of CBRN terrorism in modern times and analyze the
incidents of non-conventional (in the older American terminology Weapons of Mass
Destruction — WMD) terrorism since the 1970s.

Some major case-studies of chemical and biological terrorism will be analyzed in depth,
as well as a major radiological accident.

The course will also examine the impact of the instability in the Arab world on the threat
of proliferation of CBRN weapons or agents from states to terrorist groups, especially in
Syria, Iraq and Libya, and potentially from Iran to Hezbollah.
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The course will evaluate the impact of the covid-19 pandemic on the motivation of
terrorist groups to engage in CBRN terrorism: the jihadists and the extreme right-wing
groups.

;;'EI Course Goals
o —

The course will provide students with an understanding of key topics in CBRN terrorism:
Introduction, overview of course, definitions.

° Chemical and biological warfare by states: Chemical warfare during WWI; Japan
uses biological agents in China in WWII; Chemical warfare in the Iran-Irag war.

° Comparative history of CBRN terrorism: ideology, capabilities, and facts.

° Chemical terrorism: The Aum Shinrikyo case-study.

° Biological terrorism: The Rajneshee cult; Aum Shinrikyo's failures; the anthrax attack
in the US; radical right-wing's obsession with bioterrorism

° Radiological and nuclear terrorism: how real the threat? The Goiania accident.

° The threat of CBRN terrorism in the Middle East: The Palestinians; al-Qaeda and
Global Jihad; ISIS's use of chemicals; what happens after the demise of the
Caliphate.

° Changes and instability in the Arab world: the threat of proliferation of CBRN
weapons from states to terrorist groups during the civil wars in Syria, Irag, and
Libya, and potentially from Iran to Hezbollah.

° The impact of the covid-19 pandemic on the motivation of terrorist groups to
engage in CBRN terrorism: the jihadists and the extreme right wing.

a Grading

The students must pass an exam, which consists of:

° Choice of one main open question from two main questions (70%)
° Six multiple-choice questions. Each accurate answer is worth 5 points (30% in all)

Time for the exam: 3 hours

Lecturer Office Hours

In advanced

iEITutor Office Hours

In advanced




® Teaching Assistant

Dr. Michael Barak

—_ JReading List

Most of the articles are full text on the course website.
Otherwise, for some of them there is a link to the Internet.
The reading list is arranged in chronological order and subject to change
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