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Course Description

The course aims to introduce the principles, rationale, approaches, and methods of
empirical and theoretical research in the social sciences, focusing on the business and
entrepreneurship context. Topics include the fundamentals of the scientific method,
inquiry and hypothesis, ethics, validity and reliability, the range of research methods and
types of research. In class exercises will be carried out in order to apply the learned
material and skills. Two graded assignments and a final exam are required of all students.

Course topics

° Introduction to academic research through the academic text (academic paper or
credible business text)

° Stages of academic research; structure of an academic paper; ethics within
research

° Structure of a business report
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Credibility and validity of texts

Searching databases; citing and documenting sources

Research approaches and design: empirical and theoretical; formulating
questionnaires and interviews; collection of data.

Statistical analyses; data science; statistical reliability and validity

Hypotheses validation within the business model

Learning efficient ways to read and write research.

Combining multiple sources of information to write a coherent evidence-based
literature review.

From theory to practice
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Course Goals

At the end of the course, the student will:

Know the stages of the academic research and the structure of an academic
paper

Know the structure of a business report.

Understand issues of Credibility and validity of sources

Be able to search in academic databases, cite, and document sources

Be able to combine multiple sources of information to write a coherent evidence-
based literature review.

Know the empirical and theoretical research approaches.

Be able to formulae questionnaires and interviews and to collect data.

Grading

Two class assignments (pass/failed) — 20%
Final assignment: 80% - a passing grade is required.
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